
IN THE DIRT… 
An Archaeology Lecture Series  

December 10th – Lifeõs a Beach: Archaeology of Floridaõs Coasts 

Florida has over 1,300 miles of coastline and provides a rich array of plants and animals. The estuaries, beaches 

and coastal uplands provided the Calusa with enough natural resources to enable the development of a com-

plex society, consisting of nobles, commoners, and an elite military. Such complexity is rare among hunting/

gathering peoples. The wealth of coastal resources enabled the Calusa to control vast regions of south Florida 

and create one of Florida’s most unique aboriginal societies. 

 Hosted by the Florida Public Archaeology Network and Brevard Community College, Titusville  

All Lectures held at 7pm in the Auditorium in Bldg. 1, Titusville Campus - (321) 433-5042  

FREE ð NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY  

The Fall 2009 òIn the Dirtó Lecture Series will focus on how Native Americans utilized the rich 

resources within Floridaõs varied habitats. Come learn about these amazing habitats and see how 

they fulfilled the daily needs of Floridaõs early residences. 

September 24th – Water World: Archaeology of Floridaõs Wetlands 

Come learn about the different forms of wetland habitats in Florida and how these habitats provided day

-to-day necessities for Native Americans. We’ll explore how various wetland animals were utilized for 

food, tools, and weapons; the numerous plants that were consumed and used for medicines and clothing; 

and how water played an integral role in the social lives of early Floridians, such as the 7,000-year-old 

pond cemetery of Windover.  

October 29th – HALLOWEEN SPECIAL ð The History of the Human Skeleton 

The skeleton provides a framework for muscles and skin, nutrients necessary for survival, and is one of the 

most essential tissues of the human body. But the skeleton also plays a fundamental role in our iconography. Di 

Vinci’s early drawings, Le Catacombs of Paris, and the Sedlec ossuary of Prague have celebrated the skeleton in 

various forms. The human skeleton has intrigued, haunted, and amazed us through time. We’ll explore the 

many uses of human remains and how the bones of our bodies serve as symbolism within human culture. 

November 19th - Over the River and Through the Woods:  Archaeology of    

Floridaõs Uplands 

The upland areas of north central Florida provide a habitat rich in resources. The Timucuan utilized 

these habitats on a daily basis, whether hunting deer or bear, planting crops in the rich soils, or per-

forming cleansing rituals using upland plants. These activities were captured in Jacques Le Moyne’s de-

tailed engravings, produced while he traveled throughout early Florida. We’ll explore Timucuan daily life 

as seen through Le Moyne’s work and see how Florida’s upland habitats provided a rich diversity of 

resources. 


